
  

  

CITY OF SAN ANTONIO 
Request for Council Action 

Agenda Item # 26 
Council Meeting Date: 3/1/2007 
RFCA Tracking No: R-847 

DEPARTMENT:  SAPD DEPARTMENT HEAD:  William McManus 
 
COUNCIL DISTRICT(S) IMPACTED: 

 
 
City Wide

SUBJECT: 
Repealing Articles 12, 13 of the City Code and creating Article 17 (Events)

SUMMARY:  
This ordinance will repeal Article XII (Parades) and Article XIII (Run, Walk and Cycling Events 
of Chapter 19 of the City Code, create Article XVII (Parades, Runs, Walks, and Related Events), 
exempt certain events from the payment of certain costs, and provide for criminal penalties for 
violations of the provisions of Article XVII. 
 
  

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
The issuance of a parade permits is currently addressed by Article XII (Parades) of Chapter 19 of 
the City Code and the issuance of a run, walk, or cycling event permits is currently addressed by 
Article XIII (Run, Walk and Cycling Events) of the City Code.  The purpose of this ordinance is to 
standardize and simplify the permit process for these two types of events. 
  
In order to maintain public safety and avoid congestion when parades, runs, walks, and cycling 
events are conducted on City streets, the City Code requires submission of an application to the 
Chief of Police for consideration and the issuance of a permit.  The permit application sets out, 
among other things, the proposed route, the duration of the event, and the estimated number of 
participants.  In reviewing the application, the Chief of Police considers, among other things, 
whether the event will: (1) substantially interrupt safe and orderly movement of other traffic near 
its route; (2) require diversion of SAPD police officers to properly staff the line of movement and 
the areas near the event; and (3) require diversion of ambulances so as not to interrupt normal 
service to the remainder of the City.  The Chief of Police may grant or deny the request.  All 
permits not passed under separate ordinance are issued by the Chief of Police.  A decision by the 
Chief of Police to deny an application may be appealed to the City Manager.   
  
Unless the event is established through separate City Council action, applicants who are granted a 
permit are required to bear all costs related to: (1) traffic control devices; (2) traffic control 
personnel; (3) personal injury and liability insurance; and (4) clean-up of the route.  In the past, the 
City Council has recognized the benefit and importance to the community of certain annual 
parades and events utilizing the City’s streets.  Historically, these events have been City supported 
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events based on their broad appeal, historic tradition, cultural significance, association with a 
national holiday, a day given statewide recognition, or other public benefits.  For such events, the 
costs of traffic control personnel and, in some cases, traffic control devices are either paid for 
through various City funds or absorbed within the SAPD budget.  The following events 
coordinators will not be responsible for the costs of traffic control personnel: (1) the Community 
Initiatives Department 60+ Mardi Gras Parade; (2) the San Fernando Good Friday Procession; (3) 
the Diez Y Seis Parade; and (4) the San Antonio Marathon.  The following events will not be 
responsible for the costs of traffic control personnel or traffic control devices: (1) the Veterans Day 
Parade and (2) the Martin Luther King March.   
  
Some of the notable provisions of Article XVII will be: (1) the required limit of insurance 
coverage will be $1,000,000; (2) a fine as great as $2,000 may be assessed for a violation of the 
provisions of Article XVII; and (3) a surety bond guaranteeing payment of the aforementioned 
costs may, under certain circumstances, be required.   
  
 
 
ISSUE: 
This ordinance continues City Council’s policy of conducting comprehensive reviews and 
oversight of city operations and regulations to ensure public safety. 
 
  
ALTERNATIVES: 
Continue to issue parade or run, walk, and cycling event permits under two separate articles and 
require the organizers of certain significant City-wide events to bear the cost of police required to 
secure their events in accordance with the City Code. 
  
  
  
 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  
None. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends approval. 
  
 
  
ATTACHMENT(S): 

File Description File Name
Parade Code Updated Parade Code Updated.pdf

 
DEPARTMENT HEAD AUTHORIZATIONS: 

 
APPROVED FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION: 

 David Head   Assistant Police Chief   SAPD
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 Sheryl Sculley   City Manager    
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